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may ſpe ahoof you ade 
hs worthy Apoſtle of the elefs tas 
ty), who by vbe fruns of her piety 
awd yodlnes, manifeſted her elettis 
(0 you by the lowe you brare tows 
als God, buy ordinances, and ſer: 
—_ doe declare euidently , your , noh.,.14 
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tranſlation from death to life, and 
by your rpertuons 4nd bolie Lutz, 
you demanfdr ate freedame from ſen, 
which are of enerlaſtug life, 1 haut 
made bolde (Chrifliaw Gentle'o- 
men ) to patroniey this fenall works 
eunder your ſawourt, m token of 
thankeſulnes, for yourmany ſauours 
I haue receuvea from you ; wot dowbt- 
img but /mal/ things of this nature, 
Þull bee nwch refpetled , and wil- 
your ONE PIUATE £4IE , 47 
the profit t5 benefit ,wbuch the whole 
Church of Gad may reap &f gather 
fri its Now if you, or the reſt of the 
body of Chriſt ſhall receime any bene» 
fit by it , forthe furthering of that 
works 
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works of repent ance, and /andls ifbC 4- 
tion of life, give God the glory and 
rai/e, | 
And /o T bumbly take my leaue, 
commending you to the prowdence of afhaezs, 
God , and the word of but grace, 
whech « u able to build further, and 
fo git you an inberuance among 
all them which are ſantd, fied. 
Steane thu 20, of Aprill 1612, 
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So he aroſe and came to bu Father Ard when 
he was yet a greet way off, bu Farber ſaw 
him, and bad compaſſion, and rangand fell 
on bas necks, Kc, 


@ Nall this parable of a god- 
ty and religious father,and 
a flubborne and impious 
ſonne, is prefigured and ſer 
downe, the vnipeakeable 
loue and compaſſion of God cur heauen* 
ly father coall his children in Jeſus Chrift, 
which haue beene rebellious aad diſobe- 
dicac before their _—_ 


Is 


ecuhoocon I eas as 
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The Penitent - 
a _ 
In theſe words are fer down ewo things, 

Yee the durirs ofa penitent haner, 
vis 


Secondly the promotion that the 
penitent perilon comes vynto, 
lathe duces of the penitent perſon, 
there are two things to be conhgered, 
Firft,a perſwahonot mercy, & ſure cog, 
fdence of obrein'n cobediten he dls 
rerurne .roplied in the wordf Father ) 4; if 
he ſhould haue ſaidgrurh wis O Father, 25 
my life & works have beene toward thee, 
1 doe not deſerve to be thy fon (29 in the 
words following may appezre) bur ver 
never the lefle, 1 ans perfwaded, that 
though I have failed of my tluty towards 
thee, yer thou wilt norfaile of thy loue to 
me:& although there bend deſert of mer- 
cy in me, yet | know there is c6paſhon for 
ſceking for with thee : and chis is the firtt 
ground tne pegitent perſon laies, to ob» 
taine mercie. 

Secondly, the penicent perſon cons 
fefſerh his tnne, whereby he had offen- 
ded his father, for there muſt be « confeſl;. 
on, that as the childe is to be well per« 
ſwaded of the lowe of his father, fo hee 
pili be 11! perſwaded of himlelfe, in reſ- 
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peQt of his noe, 2nd therefore be faith, 
1 bawe finned againſt branes and before 
thee : that 15, againtt the God of heaven, 
and againft chee my naturall tather, and 
ſo 1 hauebroken both the cables of the 
commandernent s, 

And he confteferth alſo, he was not 
worthie to be called a fonne to fo godly 
a father,or to recrive mercic that was 1o 
full of mpietie, making himlelfc vile and 
bale int js owne eyes, that he might be 
hignly cſtecmed un hs Fathers cies; which 
1s te firſt pare. 

Now tur the ſecond part of this text, 
which is the promotion the penicent fin. 
ner ſhall be cxalted vnto; ter downe in the 
22: .&4 ;.verics, rendering arcalon wher- 
forc the tather dd thus pro vote him, 

The promotion ſet downe is this ; the 
ſacher tecing bis riotous and varhriftie 
ſonne returne home, with « broken and 
humble heart, and with a refolution to 
become a new man, and rather defiring 
his fathers love then his goods, be pre- 
ſently ofters himicltc to his childe, & be- 
fore he could aske for his needs, be com 
maunds his ſeruants to bring forth fuch 

B 3 things 
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things as his penitent { nne wanted, and 
ro give it before he did crave ir, for the 
father ſeeing by fonne fo well clothed 
with humiltie and wich godly remorſe 
for his former life within, be wilnor res» 
ject him, though he came poore and rag- 
ged ourward,but cals for the beſt robe to 
cuucr him, 

The compariſon is taken froma King 
and a prinacelike childe, whote manner 
was to weare robes, and betore the fonne 
could aske for apparrell which he ſtoode 
in neede of,the father giues him a robe to 
_ :for ſeeing he had made himſelſe 

ale in his owne eyes, he woulJ cloath 
him royaslly that bee might (eee pre» 
cious in his fathers eyes. 

And put a ring an hit hand: that is hee 
would not only giue him things fer neces» 
ſiry, but alſo to adore & beaurific him,& 
as the Apoſtle faith, ypon our yncome!y 
parts he will put more comelineſle on, 

And hooet on hu: feete And «ahereas he 
came barcfooted to his father, he com- 
maunds ſhooes to be pur on his feere, to 
keepe and preſcruc them from thornes 
and {tones that might annoy & hurt the. 
And 
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| And bring the fatte calfe orc | And 
| whereashe came withalangwiſbing ſto. 
macke for want of mecate (tor before he 
had beene feeding amongit ſwine) now 
he will refreſh him with a: render calfe; 
with p'caſant and comforrable meare, 
And lit v3 tat ff be merne, Here is cauſe 
of mirth & reioycing on both hides ; Firtt 
on the fathers fide, that had loft an vnro- 
wardly ſonne, and now had found an'o- 
bedicnt lonne, that wene from ham dead 
in his hnnes, and returned quickned vn- 
to the lite of grace,that departed impeni- 
tent,and returned humbled ; in all which 
there was cauſe of mirth, and this caufe 
the father renders himiclte ro hs eldeſt 
ſonne; ſor my ſonne was dead and is now 
alive, he was loft, but is now tound, &c. 
Secondly there was cauſe of reioycing in 
the ſonne, becauſe he wem from his father 
a dead man, and now he comes to his fa- 
ther a living man:he were from him fiub. 
borne, proude, diſobedient, be returnes 
meeke, pentenc, and obedient ; in truth 
he departed from him « childe of Zeb 
and returnes to him the childe of Godzia 
all which, there was great caulc of jop 
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an both fides. And fo much for the forme 
and order of theſe words, 

The drift of the parable is, that if « 
godly tathet had a ſtubborne and vngod- 
ly ſonne thar had departed from him;and 

pent his portion amongſt ryotous and 

lewd companioas,yer if the father (hould 
ſee his ſorne come home in that manner 
as is before alleadged , hee would re- 
ceruehim againe, nay he ought (in trurh) 
to emtertaine him into his favour againe 
with ioy, paſſing by ll his flubdorne and 
diſobediem behaviours, remirting all 
his faults , and receive him as his childe 
apaine,notwithitanding all his effences, 

Then the application of this Parable 13, 
that 1t the people of God have beene As 
poſtares, revolters, rebels, and diſobedi- 
ent ynto God, yet if they would from 8 
plaine and an cm heart, returne to 
God by true and found repentance, con- 
feſſing their finnes with godly ſorrow, & 
iudging themſclucs not worthy of mercy; 
then wil the Lord, command his miniflers 
_ on the rich robe of Chrift his 

couſneſſe; and they ſhall be adorned 
with the graces and gifts of his a 
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ſhod with the gaipell of peace, and giue 
them the fleſhy and blood of his ſonne, 
and the comtost and ioy of the ſperic, and 
(hal haue communion with God jo Cheutt 
lJetus, and this will God beftow vpon &« 
very penicent haner. For if a03turall pan 
rent can ſhew {o much mercie ro ſ@ vos 
racious and , impious « childe when 
et humbles himicife vate bim , that 
hath but » drop of mercie, in compari» 
ſon of the Ocran and Sea of mercie 
which is ia Gad, how much more will 
Ciod ſhew mercie vnto ſuch penitent and 
bumble fnaers, that with ſence and fee- 
kag of theit Groes and wants can come 
to God for merci? And fo much for the 
explication and application of the words, 
Hind the ſonne ſaid wate bin father, 
&c. hat is, the penitenc childe ard vneo 
his naturall father, Bux before we come to 
gather any doctrine from the very words 
of che text; there aciſerh a dodtrine fr6 the 
dependance of the words, ia the 15 and 
1K veries ; for when be carne 10 himdclie 
and was his owne man, and was awake- 
ned out of his (piricuall frenzie, then be 
goukidered vhas he might doe; and bes 
| BD 4 gios 
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gins with this reſolution; / willger to my 
father and ſay,cve, \ be _ ts loath that 
courte of lite; ond now Gdth put that in 
practiſe , which before he <1d but pur- 
ole; and put that in deede, which before 
he had bur thought in minde.From hence 
arifcth naturally this doctrine, 
That where there is ttue repentance, 


That reſo. there is not onely good purpefes in the 
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heart, bur allogood endeauors and afti- 


heart 294 ons in the life, not onely thinke and ſay 
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well, but ao practiſe and doe well. This 


_ we may {ce yerie ny proved ynto vs, in 


the examples of K#th and OFpeb, both of 
them purpoled a like, for bogh ptoceſted 
to companie with Narait th ber pwne 
counties ſerue the God of heauets; bur 
Orpab hearing the reaſons againſt that 
her purpoſe, rerurned backe to ſerve their 
xdolk : but Rarb having beene grounded 
by rue t nee, tothe louc of true re- 
hgion held on her reſolution, akhough 
her Motherinlaw did bring her ffters ex- 
ample as art argument toperfwade ber to 
rerurne alſo, -- ſhe replies «gainft her 
Mothers fpeeches , ſaying, intreate mer 
wot 16 retuwhne, for whether thew yoeſt # 
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will you , and where then dneleft 7 will 
dwell , thy prople ſhall bre my prople , and 
the Ged my God, And what made Kath 
ſo good of her word in this re{pe&, be- 
cauſe (he was come to her (elte, and rroe 
rep« ntance, which made her thus purpole 
and performe. 

The like we lee in Paw when he came 
to repentance , he refolued to leave his 
blaſphene #nd perſecuting of the Saints 
of God,and fo did:he was as goodin actie 
on, as he wes is m__- and affection. 
This doctrine being fo; may alfobe far- 
ther confirmed by reaſons drawne from 
the holy ſcriprures of God, 

Firft, becauſe whoſoruer comes to 
erue repentance, will have ffrronger res- 
{ons to doe wili then ro deendll, ar d ber- 
rer arguments for godiinefſe, then be can 
tor hnne and wickedoelle ; artiere we fee 
this prodigall childe heady and fo the 
Charch in Hoſts, when the Lord met 
with them by his wdgerments and ftop- 
p_ way , of inroying their ourward 

ings in that abundance which ay 
lad beioretuneenioyed, and all becuule 
they did xctribute ibeir plentic to their 
idols, 


Rraſon tt 


HoC. 3.7. 


Meliras. 


7 be Penutemt 


= —_ 
IT” CE ——_— 


idols, but inchcir penurie and want they 
have better reatons ; and fay,1 will goe 
and returne to wy firft husband (that is 
to Chiilt) for at that time 1 was better 
then now :2v alſo in the fourteenth chape 
ter, when they come to repentance for 
their idolarric, they ſay; neuher will we 
lay any more to the worke of our hands, 

are ogr gods, tor in thee the father. 
Lf fmde mercic ; as it they ſhould have 
laid, we wall not be fo kl 101ant and {ot- 
tiſh any longer, to thinke that an Icoll 
or carved peece of wood can pittie vs cr 
ſhew vs any compaſhon, for they are bur 
our creatures, and therefore it argues 
that they ſhould rather kocele and _ 
to vs, then we to them 3 thus we fee their 
judgements arc better informed when 
they came to repentance, then they were 
before, forrepentance is 3 change of the 
minde,as it (ignifics, 

Secondly, looke what reafons men 
have to purpoſe well, the lame reaſons 
they baue to bold out well; the lame at- 
guments which worke good aftectioas 
in ones heart, will alſo hold out to bring 
foorth good athons in the life, as beere 
the 
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the prodigall childe; 

Thirdly, where true repentance is there 
will be alſo godly forrow 'forit cauſerh 
repentance, as the Apofile faith) and 
where godly ſorrow begins, theſe ettects 
will follow, Firſt, a holy care to leaue &- 
will, and ro practiſe that which is good, 
Secondly, a clearing of ones felfe from 
ones fn, Thirdly; it will worke an indig« 
nation and a holy anger againſt ones hn, 
Fourthly,a godly feare to commir tin the 
rime cuer after. Fifthly, a defire ro (ſerve 
( -- more, & ro have a greater meaſure 

race to pleaſe him better, Sixthly, « 

od zeale of gods glorie, and after the 
ſpiricuall meanes of ones faluation. And 
Laſtly, a holy revenge vpon ones owne 
ſelfe, for the Fnnes whereby wee haue 
diſhonoured God : and theſe are the 
eftees of rrue repentance, And to this 
efte&t doth the Apoſtle lower fpeake, 
Cleanſe your handes ye fianers, andpurge 
your bearts yee double minded But they 
might obiethHow ſhall we come to this 
purging and -m—_ and 
ourfhide!He anſwers them in theſe words 
following ; ſufter afflitions, and ſorrow 
yee 
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yee and weepe, let your laughter be tur- 
ned into mourning, & your 1oy into hea + 
vineſle;ss it ke ſhould have laidat you wil 
> hearticomim,and part the fin 
from the ſovule, you mult come to godiy 
{orrow for your tins: for the nature offin 
is ſuch, that it is like a luctle childe,ic will 
tarrie longeſt there where it is moſt made 
of. ſouf we will love and make much of 
finne we ſhall have his company, but if we 
will labour to afflict our foules for our 
finnes end ſorrow for it, we ſhall quick- 
ly be rid of it, 

Sith it is ſo, that they that have truely 
repented, will not onely have good pur. 
poſes and motions , but alſo good cn* 
deauours and good odions , It ſerves, 
firſt for reproofe of fuch perſons T 
would have Gods children to thinke 
that they have repented , becauſe my 
purpoſe to leave their hnnes : they w 
ſay, they have a purpoſe toforſake their 
couctouineſle, to leave their (wearing, 
Sabboth . breaking , their 4 
and ſuch hke finnes , and will proceede 
no further; þut aske thern whereforeyou 
would hgue ys conceauc fo well of you 


that 
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thac you haue repented becauſe we pure 
poſe well; It 1s true, good marnons are 
to bee reſpetied, bur if they doe not 
bring forth good actions, they are no 
berter then quwalmes and paſhons that 
may be in veric wicked men and hypo» 
crices : for it there be good defires in 
the heart, there will follow certainely 
nod endeavours and adions in the 
whole man. Saw in 2 prſhon would con- 
feſle to David, O my fonne Danid, thou 
art more righteous then h; and why did 
he preſently fall to perſecure David a» 
aine ? was it not becauſe the fpirit of 
od acucr conuinced his conſcience of 
the fhnne, and he never cartic to godl 
ſorrow for the lame, and r way wk. 
awere but s, which diced before 
they brought forth good zGions? [s- 
das allo could come to this, 1 beave Funed 
in betraying innocent block : (o farre be 
went well : but hee could not come to 
repentance fo craus pardon, for had 
he repeneed hee might have beene par - 
doned , and if he could haut belecued 
he (ſhould have bene faued, but _ 
neither, he was damned. Such paſhons # 
quaulmes 
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quaulmes he had they, w bick in allchc haſt, 


would goe 2nd build vpon Chriſt : they 
did not conlider beforchand what chars 
pes it would amount vnto, and whether 
they were able to vndertake fo great 8 
building, and therefore having begunne, 
they could not proceede, but left oft and 
were not ableto finiſh it ; So manic have 
ſudden flaſhings and paſhons come into 
their mindes, to doe good things, bus 
not confideting the danger nor charges 
that one mutt be ar, if they purpole to 
build ypon Chrift they let their ſure fall, 
and their purpotes are quickly extinct 

and quenched before rhey come touorth 
roaction. Bur theſe paſſions the Propher 
Hoſea compares to the morning dewe. 0 
Epby anm what foall I der nro thee, O In. 
dah how ſhall [ mrreate thre? for your good- 
weſſe is like the morning clonde, and as the 
Alorning dewe it goeth away : that is, 2s 
ſoone as the ſunne ariferh and (hewes 
forth his beames of light, ir lickes y 

the dewe vpon the grafic; {o {oone valſerk 
your goodnefle, and it is of no continu» 
ance» Of ſuch anature are all theſe paſſt» 
ons and ſudden quaulmes that many may 
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hens, and yer be veric fun nefull and wick- 
ed: manic have theſc flaſhings when they 
come to the Sacramentc, and will have 
theſe purpoles to leave theie conctoul . 
nefle, their {wearing, Sabborh breaking, 
and all their knowne and notorious 
finnes; and they will ao purpoſe to pray 
more, frequent the exerciſes of religion 
more, and they will amend many difor- 
ders which are amiſſe (if it mighe be all 
remedied with thoughts and purpoſes ) 
but after the Sacrament they are as pro- 
| ray and finnefull as ever they were be- 
ore, and arc never a whit the betrer in 
practiſe and conuerfation. Oh before 
they goeto the Sacrament t! hey will pur. 
polc to make fatiffattion to ſuch whom 
they haue wronged, and to live 28 friends 
with them which in times paſt they haue 
much grieued ; bur let the Sacrament be 
= , there 1s no more hearing of farif- 
ation, nor acknowledgement of iniu- 
ties and wrongs offered ; yet we ſhall 
have theſe vnconſtane men perſwade 
themſelucs they haue repented, & would 


have others fo to thinks 2nd reckon of 


them: but tuch mult Know that they have 
not 


T he Pemitent 
got yet xepented, till cheſe motions aud 
purpolcs conceiued,, bring forth good 
ations jn hte to be prachied, 

Secondly , it {erues for inftruftion , 
that ſeeing true repentance ſands in re- 
ſolving and doing, therefore if cucr we 
will hauc nic found comfort tro our 
ſoulcs and coniciences , whenſoeuer the 
ſpirit of God hath put into our hearts 
good motions and good affections, let 
vs follow them hard to bring them to 
perfettion , and then wee ſhall be bleſ- 
ied in the worke (as the Apoſtle Jamer 
ſpcaketh:)let vs labour to doe that which 
Karnabas exhorns the faithfull brethren at 
Amtiiochia l 1 nat with purp [He of heare, 
tacy ſhould continnc wn the Lord. So ler 
vs with all purpoſe of hcart reſolve to 
leaue our finnes, and to prattile holy and 
good ductics: let vs be lixe vnto this pro 
digall childe , which did purpoſe and 
practiſe, and ſo we ſhall have a good taſti. 
monie t our hearts that wee haue re- 
pented, 

Oh bur, Ican no ſooner have a good 
motion come into my beart, but Satan is 


rcadic to licalc it out, and -une owne 
corrup- 
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ſocuer woe or miſcrie hath or can befall 
vs in this preſent life,is the efteRt of theſe 
our fnnes, Thus ſeriouſly pondering of 
theſe things, it will procure godly for- 
row for finne, which godly forrow will 
produce good ations from good mo- 
tions, 

Secondly, wee muſt bring good res- 
ſons and arguments againſt our corrupti- 
ons, and Satans temprations, for if wee 
fall our with the diucll, and wee have not 
better arguments to ſtand for good du- 
ties as ag1inſt them, wee ſhall 
not bee able ro hould our, For if Saud 
could hauec had good arguments andrea» 
ſons when he purſued and _— againſt 
Daxid,\f hee could have confidered, ſucr- 
ly in hgh ing 2gainf D amid light x cory 
my beſt fi cnd,and my fairhfulleſt ſubie&? 
yes nſodoing I (hall fig ghe againſt God, 
and mine owne faluation &c. then hee 
would neucr hauc followed him with fuch 
zs deadly malice. feb that faichfull fer- 
Want <£ f C200, hee i ad good reaſons to 
keepec him from fnne,as appeareth, / have 


» ade 4 Comment with maine ries, why ould 


I thinks on 4 7arar and what portion ſhould 
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[ bane of God from about and woat inheris 
tance from the almighty from on high? u 
there not deffrullion ts the withed, and 
ffrange puniſhunit to the worksn1 of inquttyt 
Why doth /«6& bee fo diligent in watche 
ing over bis ſenſes left hee ſhould offend? 
His reaſon is, if hee ſhould not baue re« 
gard to them, bee knew that the Lord 
would not regard him : and if hee ſhould 
have let looſe his cies to behold warton- 
nes, hee knew hee ſhould quickly looſe 
the favour of God, and letting his cies 
take their liberty , hee ſhould ſuddenly 
haue taſted forme mileric : for hee knew 
there were firange puniſhments for the 
workers of iniquiry. Or but who rakes 
notice of ones thoughts and lookes ? 
I may let my cies —_— their liberry and 
no man can perceive it ; nay, but > 
makes anſwere, Doth not God bebold my 
wairs and tell all my Fepper! And although 
man cannot take notce of my lufttull 
heart and cies, yet the allſceing God 
doth behold n,and cophders my tte ppes. 
Which made him nos {o much as wrong 
his pooreſt feruant hee kept : for faith be, 
If 1 did contemne the indgeent of muy for? 

want 
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fraud with ew. what then UT I doe when 
to 6d Fade , gn 4 when hre ESL, 
ave # hy bal l an{ner And the reafon why 
[ob dutit not bee froward with his ſer- 
wanty : boca ie faith hee, Fire that made 


mice ty The wonder. bark made baw f 
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hauc fa1d, it n2' 
ne may bee 


ferus $4 Crarcly brioucd of 
G00 as I my icife, and hee may bee an 
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and therefore I dare not Yere and inure 


him. The wh 
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ments, Whucs the wound # LICCNCAT IS 
bet £0 £ E To IC vurge | 21d wee 
ud proverbe,i;.is good Wiking, 
whales the iron 14 hot: 1 "hen God purs 
into our hearts hb d affechans, ict vs 
quickly put them in practiſe; witcs, ice 
warmes vs with the wore & Sacraments 
let YI not Gci2\ but PCC , put 11 z 
on,2nd whales hee ipcakes by aftlicions, 
let vs refoiue vppon a hoy cungcrtation, 
Now many when they come tv the word 
nd hearing of fuch. cutics which, gbey 
ought i practile, as far prayer to be per» 
formed of cuery one, 4 the leti bath more 
ning and currung, i! he hy azs x is preſently 
affected with ir and rc! [ olue tO PTRGUAE % 
but {o faane as they arc gone out of the 
Church gbey gcter the pyzt ng the duty in 
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one mere duller ro every good gurie: 
wherefore whiles the heart is warme 
with any gooe motion, let ys ſpedily pur 
it in practite, 

Fourthly,to the end wee may have all 
our purpoles and defires come to ations 
and trucendeawours, wee muſt rake heed 
of bad company, for they will quickly 
quench the good motions of the ſpirit, 
that they may never come forth ro acti- 
ons : for if x prodigall childe ſhould 
vpon this determination have gone and 
told his c anions of this his reſoluri6, 
they would hens quickly diftwaded him 
from his purpoſe, but hee never goes to 
therrro take their aduiſe,bur of himſelte 
rdoluerand doech. And this the Apol- 
tlie Peter exhorts the new conuerts ynteo, 
ſlaying, Save your ſelner from this froward 

eneration, thenthey ſhould bee ſure to 

old out, and not bee peruerted, nor our 
mindes altered & changed, And fo much 
for the firſt dottrine, 


So hee aroſt and tame to bi father, and 
faid to ban, Father ec. Inthis confeſhon 
which the prodigall childe doth make, 
he 
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hee begins with that which brought him 
home,cuen the true conhderation that he 
had a Father, and the per{wabon of mer» 
cic, if hee did returne, was it as broughe 
him home, and fo to repentance, From 
hence ariſeth plain*ly this doctrine, 

That the perſwafion of mercie is a ſpe- 
ciall meanes to worke true repentance 
and found reformation in vs, no better 
a motive to drive vs to truce repentance, 
then the perſwahon of mercic from God: 
for if this prodigal childe ſhould have had 
this conceit to have come into his 
braine , 1 will goe home, but my father 
will hit mee in the teeth of my finne and 
former behaviour towards him , or that 
it may bee hee will whippe mee out ofhis 
doores , or commir mee to the houſe of 
corretion,and ſuth like, hee would never 
have returned home, but rather have en- 
ded his life amongſt the ſwine, then to 
have goneto ſuch a cruell Father : but the 
— of mercie drives him home, 

or proofe of this doctrine, the holy 
Ghott by the author to the Hebrues faith, 
For bee that conveth to God, muſ# belrewe 
that God it, and +hat bee is 4 rewarder of 
C 4 then 
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them that ſreebe biys ; hee that will come 
toGod and feeke him indeede, mult bee 
pert v 19cg to hinge hum in mMEroy,anc that 
he will beſtow his loue and fauour vpon 
him ; tor it is the per{waſion of good tuc- 
clic that 114aKes one K oc to God: and 
theretorc the Prophet faith, That mercie 
iowith thee that thou mighieſt bee feared, 
as if bcc ſhould have laid, I hould neuer 
hauc rCYence7z 1 thy name but that there 
Is hope of mercic and grace from thee. 
Therefore the diuels having no hope of 
mercie, they doc not, nor cannot feare 
the | ord, \Wherct.rc let Y$ {ct downe 
this «s 2 maine concluton, that if wee 
cannot haue mere from heauen, wee 
(hill have mercie from no place, 

The Apoltle Paw doth vrge the mer- 
ciC of £ 200, ro the Romans, 2S$ 2 torcible 
o2reument to ferue God. / beſrech you 
bretheren, by the mercier of God that you 
vine vp year bodies a lining ſacriſice, holy 
td ac pt: tblets God which is Your real o- 
xable Conids of God; where the mercics 
of God arc a fpeciall motive to fhirre 
them vp to teruce Tao \. 

Aliothe prophet Z acharie faith, 4 wit 
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pewer wpon the bowſe of [) awid and the tt 


habitants of Seral ale the Darit of irate 


and Pr avery, and ihe) FT" jvore vpeu mee, 
whom they baue pierced, and they ſhall l- 
meu for bw, 4s one monrneth for bu onely 
ſonne, whom oe, I his will make one 
rurneto Chilt, when they fre their hns 
{0 odious , as to bee the ipeciall Aſtru- 
ments to wound and xill the Lord of lite, 
and alfo when they doe conhder that 
Chriſt gauc himicite tor them. chis inty« 
nice love and mercic, will mooue them 
to true repentance and godly forrow. 

It is not milery 25 can conucre one to 
God, and turne one from ones finne; fur 
then the diuels might have bin converted 
betore this time, tor they act in anguith 
and perpetuall nutery : and /#44s4 might 
haue repented, for hee was ſenlible of 
horrour cnough in' his contcience , but 
that rather did driue him from: God, be- 
caule he could not apprehend the mercie 
and kindoefle of God. 

The reaſons to proue this doctrine are, 
Firſt, becautc ull ſuch time one have 
this perſwation one ſha'l never come to 
eruc confcſhon, which is one part of 
{ound 
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ſound repentance , and one will neyer 
confeſle ones finnes without hope of 
mercie, 

Secondly , becauſe it is vnpoſhble 
that one ſhould pray aright, without one 
have this perſwalion of mercie,and there- 
fore Chriſtfers downe this, 2s the foun- 
dation of all rrue prayer, Oar father which 
art in Heawes, For wee can never have 
any comfort that our finnes are pardoned 
nll wee can boldly goe to him in aſlu- 
rance of mercie- And though wee have 
failed of our duries rowards him, yet bee 
will not faile of mercie to vs, becauſe hee 
is our Father, 

Sith this is ſo, that the perſwahon of 
mercie 15a fpeciall meanes ro ftirre vs vp 
to true and found repentance, it ferues 
for a double reproofe of rwo ſorts of 
people, 

Firſt of thoſe impious beaſts and mon- 
ters of the world, that if one reprove 
chem for their blaſphemy, ſwearing, Sab- 
both-breaking, drunkenneſle, filchines, 
and ſuch like | Sm they preſently have 
an an{were for ro cloake it,and extenuate 
it ; oh but the Lord is mercifull: bur ro 
whom ? 


Sinners entertainement. 
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whom? to ſuch as continue in this un 
picty ? no : but doeſt thou abuſe rhe 
mercic and long ſuftering of God, that 
ſhould leade thee to repentance, and ſo 
thereby doeſt harden thy heart in impe- 
nitency , and doefſt heape vp as a treaſure 
vnto thy ſclfe, wrath againſt the day of 
wrath,that thus on carch adde drunkenes 
to theft : theſe abuſe the name of God, 
and ic is more tearefull co abuſe the Gol- 
_- , then the lawe. It were a finne to 

reake the pohtiue lawe of a Prince, but 
more if hee ſtampe vnder his feete the 
priuy ſcale of the Prince, wherein his par» 
don is written , thus diſgracing & mock- 
ing it, and yet hope for mercie of him. 
Wee would count it the part of a mad- 
man, guch are the dealings of all fuch 
preſumpruous wretches,they breake the 
poſitive lawes ofthe King of Heauen and 
carth,and continue in the breach of the 
firſt and ſecond table of the commaun- 
dements ; and not only ſo, but abuſe the 
privie fignet of God, and hope for mercie 
notwithttanding their vngodlines : bur 
fuch muſt know, that the Lord will nor 
bee mercifull ro ſuch, but conmariwiſe, 
the 
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the wrath and ſcuerity of G od, Forifa 
Father ſhould vic all che durtics of kind- 
nes to his child, and yet hee would bce 
very reocihous to his Fatace (till, ave all 
becauſe his Father is loving and Kinde 
vnto hun; tucha claulde would be quick- 
ly cenimed ro bec a very VAgrac vOUL and 
wicked child : how awch more are fuch 
WrMPicCus and i) 4 high d: gice vngocly, 
which cayly di\pleate God, blaſpbeme 
kn name, prophane his Sabbaths,&c. and 
a] becaute God is mercitull and gract- 
ous? Bur theſe make a contrary vie of 
the louc of God,then the Prophet Zecha- 
ry exhorts the faithfull veto, in the place 
betore alleadged, that they ſhould looke 
vpon bim whom they bad pierced, and 
lament, but the wicked wrerchcs looke 
vpor hmyn, and gnaſh their geeth at hum, 
and blaſg heme his name, and lo a7c mace 
mnpeuwnente, 

Secondly. it ſerues for reproofe of fuch 
woaom 'God haty altiitcd with many 
crobes,and they tec in rhemieiuves many 
ones - BG mucy corruption; and en 
vpcn this they fe themiclues Gowne, 
voyning and CIVINg, (RG BEUCT let for- 
ward 
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ward one fooreto ror to God for mer» 
cic,and pardaen of rheir finnes, and a re- 
moning of the Crofic. Thus they cthinke 
there is leſlſe mercic in God, chen is in dt 
for if a godly parent, though his cailge 
hanc playcd the vothrite, and rebellious 
Chulde, 1 c* v9 hee \\ ould tor home with 
, 
his faces, be will Srefently recrive him 
and ſhew him mercic, and yer we cannoc 


o 
, 


, , : 
SOrrow ang hurmiiitie, 2nd 2cxn »wledoe 


per! ade our fclucs of the like tucceite 
with Cod. Thus wee make Crods of our 
{clues.and make the mercitull CGrod more 
cruel! then man, which 1s mott fcaretull 
once to thinke, Can wee forviuve the 
tFawtits a4NG WIonyny commurreed ONcCTo27y 
other , that have bur a drop of mercic, 
in wifon of that Occan & Sea of mer 
ce and piery in God, and ſhall wee not 
bee fully atlured wee (hot have pardon 
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him by repentance?Let vs not diſhonour 
God fo highly,to make God lefle mer- 
ciſull: then morrall man : for man hath 
made no promile to remic the wrongs 


T3 YOUrICY ofterecd ro him : Mut C04 
hath bound himfelte by coucnant, yea by 
oath 
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oath to pardon the hnnes and oftences 
commirred againlt him, Againe, man 
cannot forgiue all wrongs perfectly, bur 
heb would have ſome ſtirrings and moti- 
ons in his minde againſt the party : but 
if wee had all the fFnnes of Cain, Savl, and 
[ndas , yet if wee could come to God 
with faith in his mercie , and godly for- 
row, and repentance for our hunes, hee 
would receive vs to mercie, and giue vs 
a generall pardon of all our finnes, and 
ſcale it with the blood of the cuerlaſting 
coucnant, Wherefore Jet vs no longer 
looke vpon the greatnes of our finnes, 
but ypon the mercie of God, which ex- 
ceeds our hnnces, nor on the greatnefe of 
our croſles, but vpon the infiniteneſle of 
gods compaſhon, and kindnefle, and let 
vs relort to him in hope of mercie 

The ſecond vic ferucs for infiruction 
vnto cucry one, that wharſocucr our 
crofles bee,or how mary (ocucr our fins 
bee, or how great focucr our oftences be, 
vet lex vs have a relojution to goe to 
God, and wee ſhall hnde mercie: for wee 
arc in_ this caſe fic ſubics for his mercy 
to worke vypon : for mercy plealcih him, 
and 
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& he is greatly plealed ro ſhew mercy to 
ſuch. Let vs conclude before hand,thar if 
we reſolue co bee true vpright chriſtians, 
the we may boldly call God Father; & if 
wee can periwade our fclues wee are his 
children, wee may belecue wee ſhall finde 
mercice at his hands, Wherefore let vs 
conteſle our tins, and leave our fins, and 
wee ſhall hade mercice. For if 2 ludge of 
an Aſhze ſhould fay to a felon or ſome 

malefactor in the Gaole, If you will con- 
feſle your theft or treſpaſle, and refolue 
to become an honeſt man, | will perdon 

our faulrt,and not onely ſo, bur you ſhall 
fn made a luſtice of peace, or ſome greas 
man ; hee would vypon this promiſe bee 
moued quickly to confeſle his felony, 
and forgoe his theft; now the Judge of 
all the world offers vs this large promiſe 
of mercie, that if a finner will rruely, and 
from his heart confeſle his finnes and re- 
ſolue to leave them, hee ſhall have par- 
don, and not onely fo, but hee ſhall bee 
made a King, and prieft vrto God the 
Father, and this preferment wee ſhall 
come vero, if wee come vnto God in 2 
righe manaer. 
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Oh but hov might | Coc to come 6 
bee pert adcd of mercy, if I come To 
' - 

Firſt pray vnto God that hee would 
giuc vs hus bly ſpirit, which feales vnt 
our hearts this periwalion of mercy, as 
the Apoſtle faith, Eecanſle wee are ſouner, 
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INI ONT EAVES, WINES OM YETD, Abba Father, 
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I he Init of ©hrift Goth worke this af. 


JUCance, ti z3t God is QOUur Fathcr, and VP 
pon tins aflurance, wee thall bce forced 
to cory Abba Father, and goi to our 


beſ? F ather, wee may bce ture to knde 


micrcic, 
SCCOD v,v ce mult oftcr vp Our [1 uics 
and bodid i, & Gere? | things to Iicruc 
h mn, & £5 KEEPE MIL STES COEOVETIVEY LuGoments, 
then we ſhall receive meccy from God, 25 
hoiy man Nebemidh faith, © Lerd 
 befeech 11 fry, [tt thine 8are bearhes ts the 
pr omcys 6 I 77T uM ” and fs Toe PT AYVer 7 of 
thy [iraants, that difire ts fedre toy name. 
So that it wee can but ctrucily defire to 
repent , and defire ro Kkrepe all Gods 
commaundements, and deluc to bewaile 
ail our t:nnes, and ty firive againt{ all cor- 
ruptions, 
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ruptions,and it 14 certaine wee 1 al; = 
taine mercy at the 1 and of Cod. F or if 
a chriſtian parcne com naeondg his (tilde 
, : v4 4% » , oy i © © - [ = . »! 
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not to periecty $$ the pare: Mmicite, 
vert hee . Ilcake it in 6OOC Pa re, becaule 
/ $ child endeuouresd to periorme it 1 
ec couid :t how much more 
will God our heauently Fathe: accept 
of the poore defires and endeauours 
ofhis children, when hee fets in them a 
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fires bee good and true, then there is 4 
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ces to accompenny ee rung canree, 
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or elſe iris but = Nourhfell defire. and ir 


may not bee callicd rruely a defire; cle, 


but a luſt: bur if wee defire ro repent,an 

: » belcevue, and ailo vic all £0 0G Mcancy 
to repent and bclecue, and be humbled 
becauſe we cannot repent and belecue, 
2s wee ſhould, the Lord will haue mercy 
vpon luch holy defires , and 2c: epe the 
will tor the deede. Ang io much for the 
ſccond dottrine, 
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And when he was yet agreat way off, hu 
father ſaw buw, and had compaſſion and YAM 
o&ec, ln all theſe words is fer downe the 
affefion and loue ofthe father, vpon 
the reſolution of his ſonne; the fonne 
was but comming, but the father is run« 
ning thee comes (lowly for mercie, but 
the father is ready and forward to ſhew 
mercy : which ſhews the wond: rfull rea- 
liceſſe of God to ſhew Mercy to a peni- 
tent finner, that comes th God for mer- 
cy. From bence wee learne this doc- 
trine. 

That God is very ready to ſhew mercy 
vnto cuery penitent tinner, that comes to 
him with a broken and humble heart. 

That apecnitent finner can noe ſfoos 
ner looke [0 mercy from God, but hee is 
ready to ſhew mercy to them. 

That God is more ready to ſhew mer- 
cy, then penitent finners can bee to ſeeke 
for mercy, This wee fee in a naturall 
father, to his penitent childe here; now 
a naturall parent, hath made no luch pro- 
miſe to ſhew mercy to his childe , but 
our heauenly Father hath made a pro-+ 
miſe to every pengent haner to ſhew him 
mercy ; 
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mercy ; againe, 2 naturail parent cannoe 
ſhew mercy, and kindacſle to his childe, 
withour great cofls and labour, but our 
heavenly Father, bee can ſhew mer- 
cy without any trouble or charges, for 

it is his tame to bee mercitull, 
Now if this bee im a naturall parent, 
that he will ſhew mercy, though hce haue 
not promiſed, yea though ic bee to his 
great coft, and paines ; how much more 
will our heavenly Facker ſhew mercy to 
his children fb hee hath promiled,and 
is both able and willing, with caſe ro doe 
it, It chis bee in man, which hath but a 
droppe of mercy, in compariton of God, 
wh ar may 3 penitent loule expect ar the 
hands of God, who is infinite in mercy, 
and pitry, to his? This doctrine may ve- 
ry ficly bee proved, by the example of 
Gods dealing with Danid: that when he 
had committed ewo greeuvous finnes of 
adulrery, and murder, and had almoſt 
ſlept a tweluemoneth in thern, in ſo much 
that the Lord is faine to fend a Herald 
of armes to him, to awaken him out of 
his ſpirituall lee , Bt dro helpe him out 
of his fnnes, =O bring hun to repent» 
D + tance 
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tanc”, but the Prophet could no fooner 
remember his finnes to tim, but hee doth 
imediatly confelle his fhnne. and hee 
no looner acknowledge and contefic! 

finnes , bur the Prophet Nathan by the 
mouth of the Lord doth pronounce his 
pard« n:yea before hee d1d a5ke IC, the 
Prophet tels him,ebe Lord bath put away 
thy mee thow halt wer are. ! 1% all 0 
may ice proved, in that Plalme which is 
murulcd Dazid: tt rang, wherint ce Pro. 
pher confcfleth, when / beld my tongue, 
wy bones « on ſue f. and when I reared i 
the day, That is,as long as 1 did diffen 

blc,and feemed ro cloake, ant hide my 
fauirs, 1 was plagued and tormented , 
{o that roared like an vnreafonable beaſt 
'S; rough paine then 1 act nowledred my 
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mercy at Gods hands, 

Alſo the Prophet Iſay ſhewes the 
mcreie of God vnto truc repentant 
hnners where hee faith, Thos diddeff 
wretes bims that retovord it thee. tid did 
inftly. they remenbred thee in thy waits t 
bebold thou art angry, for wee hune raed, 
yet 14 Fern id Comtinuance, and wee [call be 
ſaned: where the Prophet ſpeakes of the 
Lord, after the manner of men, that he 
is ready to meete them halte way (as it 
were / that TT themiclues in truth, and 
Vprig nefle,to contefle ther hinnes,and 
meete him by repentance, hee will mecre 
them ſwiftly, though they come bur ſoft. 
ly, and though they come heavily, yer 
ney ſhall depsrt 10) tully, And the lame 
Prophet faith in the next chapter of the 
Lord, before they cal, I will anſwere, and Way 41.24 
while: hey Peate, [ wilt heave. This wee 
may ſecin the prodigall childe, that be- 
fore hee asKed for foode, cloathes, and 
other things , which hee ſtood in neede 
of, his father beftowes it vpon him, and 
before hee could make an cad of cons 
feſGon of his finnes, hee falles vpon bis 


neck, and cmbraceth, and recciucth him 
f3 : tO 
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Reaſon 1 


7 he Penitent 


to favour. Now there are reaſons to 
prouethat this doQtrine is (0, 

Becauſe it is both the name and nature 
of God,rto bee mercitull and ſhew party, 
as the Prophet Aficah aftirmeth, bee re- 
rayneth not bug wrath for ener, becauſe mer- 
co pleaſerh him, When a man is come 
trucly ro confefle his frnnes with forrow, 
then God muſt needes ſhew mercy to 
him, for mercy pleaſerh him ; A ſmall in- 
treaty will perſwade 8 man to Coe 
that which hee delighteth in , and 
rakes pleaſure in the doing of it : eucnſſo 
God is cafily drawn toſhew mercy to the 
penictent finner, becauſe hee delights in 
n,oend is well pleaſed ro ſhew mercy. Oh 
but how (hall I know that 1 hall receive 
mercy from him? why ſhould wee call 
it in queſtion, if wee bee penitent, for ir 
flands vpon his trueth and coucnant, to 
pardon the finnes of the cleft, and for 
the certainery thereof hee hath boaurcd 
himſelfe by av oath ro fulfill ie. 

$ econdly , becauſe ouer and beſides 
our o wne prayers, (to obraine his fauour 
and mercy) we haue che prayers of Chritt 
our medinornr tc helpe ys: and although 

the 
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the elder brother ofthis prodigall childe, 
did grudge and thinke much that his fa- 
ther ſhould fhew fubh LKindnes to bis 
yonger brother, which had bin ſuch an 
enthrifr ; yer wee have our elder brother 
lefus Chrift , tro make continual inter- 
ceſhbG vnto his Father for vs, &in our be- 
halfe, Now if s naturall farher can fhew 
fuch mercie to his childe, when the cl- 
der brother ſpcakes againſt him; how 
much more ſhall our beauenly Father 
ſhew mercy to vs, when 2s our elder bro- 
ther is willing and fpeakes for vs,and hee 
is as ready to pray for mercy for vs, as 
our Father can bee to giue mercy to 
vs, 

Sith it is fo, that God is more ready 
to offer mercy to penitent finaers, then 
they can bee toaske for mercy; The vies 
lerues 

Firſt for confuration of the Papifts, 
that in their diftreſſes and troubles, will 
not goe torhis mercifull God, bur vnto 
Saints and Angels for helpe; alack they 
take a wrong courſe to forſake this piti- 
full God, whoſe name is to ſhew mercy, 
and whoſc nature is to delight in mercy, 

D4 and 
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The Penitent 


and runne to a Saint; this is palpa- 
ble blindneſle, ro forlake the creatour, 
and recciue the creature 2: it is as if one 
ſhould forſake to terch water from the 
Sca , where is cnough, and runne to 4 
channell that is dry; butit God willnor 
ſhew mercy , who will ? and if hee can- 
not , who can ? ſhall wee finde more 
mercyfroma Saint or Angell, then from 
the m ercitull God, of 4 the father- 
lefle hndes mercie f This argues they 
know not Gods name, for then as the 
Prophet faiths They that brow thy name, 
will rraſt in thee, for thou nener faileſt t hems 
th ur ſecky tbe They are not per{waded 
of et! 13 name of God, for then they would 


SEC: ndly , this (crucs ro ſ! ew 2 Rrcat 
Geale of corruptionin our Gintull hearts, 
and nature; for al though wee g£oe not 
n our diltrefies and milcries, to Sints 
,yer wee lecke vnto ſuch as ©. 
ecr willnot, a1 clic cann TROOP vs, and 
| orlake him, whe re wee might alveaics 

2d and never taile, if wee feeke him 
with 
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with an hoach heart, & indecdc: torhe 
would meete vs haltew ay, it hee did but 
perceciue in vs but s truc [ urpole £0 came 
to him, One godly tcare of True repens 
tance, witha taichtull prayer vnto God, 
1s ablero doe vs more good, andrto helpe 


vs our of our diftrelies, then all out- 


ward mcanes of friends, money, goods, 


and fuch like things, in all this world 
can doe. But here is our diſtruſt in God, 
that wee haue more hope that wee ſhall 
ſpeed better of our neighbours, and 
friends in time of trouble, then of God: 
bur this comes to paſle, becauſe wee doe 
not a(lure our hearts that hee loues vs in 
Chriſt Jeſus, according vnto Chriſts 
prayer, that bee made tor all the elc& : fog 
it wee did, wee would more depend vp« 
ponGad, andlefle rely vpon men, more 
{ceke tohim for helpe, and lefic cruſt vp« 
on ourw ard things. ” 

Thirdly (is ferues for inftruttion, that 
wee ſhould cucry one ſeeke vnto God, 
chicfely, in all our diftrefles and troubles, 
for to be e delivered, If one will goe to 
one that is avic let vs goe £o C00, and 
if wee would tecke to one that 13 willing , 
ler 


Loh. r7.:6, 


wo 


T he Penitent 


ler vs ſecke vnto God, for there is neither 
will, nor power wanting in him, if wee 
come to him in truth. And if wee would 
haue mercy from God, let vs draw neere 
to him with penitent and broken hearts, 
waſhing our ſoules with godly forrow 
for finnes, and then the blood of Chriſt 
(hall be as water to purge vs from all our 
finnes and iniquities whatſocuer, 

Oh bur my finnes are fo many, I dare 
not goe to him / but let not that hinder 
thee from gocing to him, for the more 
wee fee our finnes, and the greater bur- 
den wee feele them, the more bold wee 
may bee encouraged to goe to him for 
mercy: for onely fuch are the gueſts 
which Chriſt inuices, and cals, and vnto 
whom in truth hee was ſent : and there- 
fore hee faith ; Cone vote mee all that are 
beany laden and | will caſe you. Mathew 
It, 28. 

Fourthly, (ith (00 Is ready co ſhew 
mercy to eurcry penitent finner, when hee 
comes tohim, and neuer caſts bis fauirs 
in his teeth, Ler this ſerue for imitation, 
vnro cucry once of Gods children, that 
would bee {id to bee like God, ler them 
bee 


Smneyrs emtert aimement. 
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bee cafily intreated to bee reconciled, 
when matters of differences fa!l our, and 
ler vs {fo pardon, and forget the wrongs 
and injurics offered vs, that wee neuer 
vpbraide the parties in the teeth for the 
fame. Oh let vs never burſt our with 
theſe ſpeeches, I wil forgiue him, bur I wil 
never forget him, or 1 will never love him 
againe, & ſuch like ſpeeches, bur this is 
to be far vnlike God : oh burthe offence 
that is offered mee, is ſuch s great wrong, 
25 no man could pur it vp; bur bee it 
that it is fo omar] we not you offered 
God greater wrongs ? and yet hee hath 
—_ you, and will not you forgiue 
im this cne wrong that 1s done to you? 
in truth this argues that you have not ta- 
ſled of the loue of God io Chriſt, that can- 
no forgiue) your brother fo (mall a faulr. 
Bur it you will be like God, (which all 
his children muſt reſemble in wath, it 
they meane to come to heauen ,) you 
muſt labour to remit great wrongs, and 
ſmall wrongs, and all and cuery one, and 
newer ypbrade them in their ceerh of it, 
but bury it in oblivion, and never re- 
member it : and fo wee hall bee like to 
our 


T be P exitent 


—_—p—— — 


our beauenly Father, And let vs bee fo 
barre from revenging wrongs offered vs, 
that wee pray for them that hate vs, and 
bleſle them that curſe vs, ouercoming 
euill with goodnefie, as wee are come 
maunded, And ſo much for this tuft docs 
IG, 


«And the ſonne ſard wit . 1mm, Father, 
l bane funned a7 ainſt Heanen, Here is the 
contcfhon of this prodigall Childge, to his 
worthy father + as if bee ſhould have 
id, truth it is, 1 have Gnned agaiatt the 
God of Heaven ;{ n hnnng agaimnit you 
my naturall parent, and whereas betore 
Ithought my (elſe to good to bee yoar 
childe, or to remaine within your houſe, 
yet now | change oy opinion,anc thinke 
not my felfe wor thy to bee fonne to fo 
good a father, and that the worſt place 
in your ſamilie i420 good for mee, fo vn- 
toward a fonoe, And fo much is to bee 
vonderfiood inthe 24 veric. But in that 
hee cont fled hee frnned 30217 ih God, 
by diſobeying of his father, wee learne 
this doctiine 

That thoſe which wrong men , doe 
10nNc 
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men on 


mink God : In imuring 
wee hnne againſt the Lord in hea- 
wenn, I his 19 proucd by the wite man, 
hee faith; Hee that mockerth we 


mA c 3 
earth, 


where 


poore regrocherh bizs that made bins * bee 


that derider the erediure, doth mocks the 
and be that Contemmnaett the wonte , 
41amſt the 


$4: 1. .& 
doth by cor rquence Seats 
workeman, 

Alto the Apoſt! eproves the ſame when 
he faith ; Now when rre fn aramſt: bebre- 
theres, (> wound ther works con, twnces? ve 
fane agaiſt C ari7. \\ here thc hotly Apo- 
file ſheweth that thoſe offences that 
2re commit ted zEainfl the weake brethe- 
ren, doc redound to bee commirted 4+ 
onintt Cort; when thev cfrend the 
| embers, they hinne againlt the head, 

Andwherctore C] 3 Whoſoruer 
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Reaſon 1 
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T he Pemitent 


tence of condemnation againlt the repro 
bates, { was a burgred, ang rot fame mee 
"es medte, { was thurſty , and you fanemer 
"s drimbe,l W 4 a ftranger And yet tooke mie 
wer on is you, and {o forth Where tor the 
omitting of goo <a duties, to dee perfor- 
med to the members of Chrift, Cheri 
takes the orvihon of durie , a1 done to 
him (clte, and lo zh n done sgainſt Grad, 

The reaſons to pr ouc this doctrine 
are, 

Firſt, becauſe whenaſocruer wee wrong 
men, we breake the commaundernent of 
Gad , and fo wee mult needes fnne 2 
gainft God, Now hee commaundes a 
law of equity; that, that ] would that 
men ſhould vnto mee, doc. 1 the ſame vn- 
to them, acid tu © bids vs doe good vnto 
all, &c. Now when wee breake ar y of 
the divine lawes of God, wee rreifafe 
againſt God,and this made Danadto cry 
out ; 1 have" faned apainſt thee, againſt 
thee eanely. Butrone might have laid, De- 
wid, you have wronged Uriah, its ts 
king his wite away 7 It is trove, bur [ 
hauc broken Gods law, und fo hnned 2- 
gainſt God, by killing Fre, 
Seconds 
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Secondly in wronging men, wee lmne 
againſt God, becuule eucry man and wo- 
man carries the image of God, and 
ſo wronging the perion of man, hee 
wrongs the unage of God. And this /od 
did confder well of, which did ter- 
rife hi from wron ging his ſervants, 
nz appeares by his words, wher then 
[ doe when God Pandeth vp, and when bee 
bal wilt ver, wat / anſwer? 
hee that bath made mee in the womtde, bath 
hee mot mnade bum ) bath not bee alone faſh- 
loned vim the womb e ! 

Sith that God is offended, when man 
is wronged, it ſerues fuſt for inftruttion, 
that wee ſhould take heede how wee 
doc wrong any man, or woman; and 
notto lay, I care not for him, or ber, for 
hee is but s baſe perſon, a man ofno acs 
compt , &c, Nay but rake beede how 
you inwre and wrong him, bee hee ne- 
wer fo baſe in your cies : hee may bee 
an heire of Heaveu, and s truc child of 
God,and at leaſt hee carries the image of 
God, in fume meature yppon him: and 
ſo you cannot ſafely wrong him, but you 
linne againſt the God of Heaven : and 

belides 
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Zach. 1, 


T he Penitent 


befides you are forbidden to wrong ary, 
bee they neuer fo baſe and vile. Bur 
ſuch perions a3 wrong t! -(c ba © Ones, 
(as they terme them ) dare not wrong 2 
greater perſon : becaute ,if they ſhould, 
they might have the law inflicted yppon 
them, and 0 theredy bce br ug ht into 
danger , as to bee calt into priſon, &c, 
Bur co hurt and trouble a poore chriftan, 
that they feare not to doe: bur fuch 
muſt know , there 15 8s great danger, to 
wrong the 1 oreft chr it 1N,25910 1 wing 
the greateft perionage in the world : for 
the wrone done to the member, re- 
dounds to the head, and rhe hurt offered 
co the POoret? chritiian, 142 nnnc 2,” an ft 
Chriit him + and as the Pre phet Z4- 
charie faith; Her that trencheth your, rom- 
beth the apple of bus eve. | 

There 's 1 ON Wy uld endure ONCE a 
firre 3 TOW BZ th war, Or 273 ſuch hike 
thing, in ones cic, but one ſhould feele 
icy for there is no P.acc {0 tender about 
ONe 25 the 3 wit it tie cre: how mnauc! 
more {cnfible is God of « | " 
wrongs! oftered vnteo h Children , 2 1d 
cannot endure them , that thus rous 
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owne ficſh : fuch men little confidet 
when they revile their wives, they reuile 
God himlelfe , and when they thus 
wr. _ they finne againſt him, for 


they breake his commaundement, that 
chargeth cuery husband to love their 
wiucs, as Chrilt loued his church, and to 
to dwel with them as men of knowledge, 
&c. But vales fuch husbands come to 
rrue repentance for the injurie thus 
offered to their wives, God will ſurely 
plague and puniſh them, as a finne done 
againſ{ his marefty, 

So many maſters which deale cruelly 
towards their ſeruants, becauſe they bee 
poore and meane, both in parentage and 
ourward friends , they care not what 
wrong they doe vnto them, and how 
bad they vie them; but ſuch maſters muſt 
know that in wronging their poore ſer- 
uants, they finne againſt God, and how- 
ſocucr their ſeruants bee baſe in their 
cics, yer they may be members of Chriſt, 
and heires of heauen. or at leaft, hee chat 
made you in the womb, made him in the 
wombe alſo, and in wronging them, you 
wrong the image of God in them; but 
at 
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if they bee Gods feruants, as well as 
thine , and if they bee the children ofthe 
Almighty, then they touci: che Apple of 
his cic:and berter it were a milftone were 
hanged about = necke, and that you 
were caſt into the depth of the bee. has 
that you ſhould offend one of theſe lit- 
tle ones, And it Chriſt will pronounce 
ſentence of condemnation againſt ſuch 
(at his ſecond comming) which omir 
workes of mercie to his members, how 
much ſorer puniſhment ſhall ſuch have, 
which wrong and hurt the members of 
Chrift. 

Secondly, fich God is offended, when 
man is intured, 1 ferues ro reach vs, if 
wee have wronged any , either in word, 
or deede, whether it bee husband to his 
wife, or the wife cowards the husbend, the 
childe to the parent , feruant towards 
the maſter, or te ſuperiour to the inferi- 
our; wee muſt not onely content our 
ſelucs with confeſſing our fault , ro the 
party thus wronged, but wee muſt alſo 
acknowledge it to God, whole laws wee 
haue violated and broken, as Dewed did, 
when hee had commited adulcery with 

E 3 Baibſhebs 
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Bathſhebas,and | kill ed Vreats,agpzinft thee, 
thee only hai uc | (11 aned, ar d this '#. auid 
would haue done, put cale that Friab 
(hould hauc hucd, hee would have firf? 
gone to God, and hauc confefied his 
fault, brtore hce would have gone to 
Vriah, (though both arc required,) Here- 
in many are very faulry, for they thinke, 
if they hauc fallen out with their neigh- 
bours, and bee made friends againe they y 
hauc done en ugh, and they WP p vic then 
they may lawtully came to ihe Sacra- 
ment , becaule they bee at- peace with 
men, and hauc gotten reconciliation 
withthole which they have offended : ir 
js txue,, it you had ory oftendged man, 
then it were lufticient it you had done no 
me re, but [ich WAcre 1s ewo perions one 
fended, thc Perion 0g! (00. and the 
OQ Of - man therclore thre 
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King . but allo the lawes of God: iC 


' 
4 | were not lufhcient for the offender to ace 
, knowledge the fault to che party robbed, 
: and pray him forgiue him, but hee mutt 
Y allo get his pardon from the King, whoſe 
. law hee hath broken, or cite it may bec 
; hee may dic for bis trefpaſle, norwith- 
, ſtanding the party robbeu hath forgiuen 
C him. 
7 In like manner, when wee haue wron- 
\ ped man , wee mult not only fceke to 
4 him tor to have the wrong remitted, bur 
s allo tro God, whoſe law wee haue bro- 
Z ken, that hee would forgiue it, and fo 
wee muſt ſceke for a poerdon from 
Cod, as well as from men, or elſc we are 
4 lyable to have his iudgments executed 
bu ypon vs, 
. The want of this duty, is the cauſe why 
thoſe IRTEEMENTS THAT arc 3© made VP, 
2 berwixet man and man, arc fo loone bro- 
Y ken that within two of three cGaics it 
: occahon bee offered) their hatred is as 
, Freat againe as cucr it Was, and that 19 
; becauſe they bee at fo little paines, and fo 
' {mall charges,to fue out theie pardons, 
, whereas it they bought them at @ high» 
, K 2 ct 
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Dot?, $ 


erjrare,and went to Heaven for them by 
ſound repentance, confeſſhon, and godly 
forrow, they would nor bee fo batty to 
fall out with their neighbours sgaine. 
And the negle& of this duty is the 
cauſe , that many times wee have fuch 
checkes,and galles in our confciences, bee 
cauſe wee make vp theſe wrongs offcred, 
fo fleghtly, wee goe to men whomwee 
have wronged, bur never to God, 
whom wee have oftended. Wherefore 
to aucide all inconveniences, which may 
follow vpon this wrong doing, let vs bee 
exhorted for the time to come, not oaly 
to goe to men, but a foto leck to God, 
for an acquittance: for having a pardon 
from the King, wee neede not teare the 
arreſt of a petty conſtable, or any infer1 - 
our ofkcer belonging to him. And to 
much for the handling of this point, 


And ag aint thee : ) that is againft thee 
my naturall parent, | conſes I hauc hnned. 
From hence wee learne 

That it is not enough to confefle our 
finnes vnto God, bur wee muſt alfo con- 


fefle them to men, (© far as wee have of- 
{ended 
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fended them, That knowen wrongs done 
againlft men,muſt bee acknowledged and 
confefled ro men. 

This duty Chrift doth exhort vnto,/ 
hendrineed os ir wats the Altar. %7 _— 
there = a>, that thy brother bath © 
eng bt ag aint thee, leane there thy offering, 
before the Altar, and goe thy way, firſt bee 
reconciled ts thy brother, and then come & 
offer thy gift, 

_ wee ſee,if any hath ought againſt 

| that wee have done them any man- 
ner af wee mult firft, and princi- 
pally, ce and feek+e reconciliation , for 
it is fig, if wee have ſer a howſe on fire, we 
ſhould ſecke to qu-nch it , and pur caſe 
wee have neglected it encill wee come to 
the Sacrament, yet wee ſhould then leaue 
our offering, and defer ic, and rerurne to 
the party offended, and acknowledge the 
wrong, craving parden for it, for God 
15 willing, and content that h:s owne fer- 
uice ſhould wait and ſtay, till chat dury 
bee performed, and then come, and offer 
thy gift, 

Alſo in an other place, our ſauiour ex- 
horts them to this dury, ſaying ; If 1&y Lukiy 34 
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"210k onc another, 
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Secondely, if x hen wee have wronged 
men, we would acknowledge the wrong, 
to the party offended, it would bee the 
beit w y TOPAZ ne TRCIT NEAres , and to 
make them thinke well of vs, and to af- 
ict vs, nots irhiftanding the wrong 
done veto them; and it wee would greiue 
our (clucs , becaule we hauc preeued 
them, and offended them, it would bee 2 
ſpeciall meanes to make the party wron- 
ged,to = vp many a hearty praiet vnto 
God, for the oftendour, that hee would 
voughtafe to forgiue bim, as well as him 
(clfe] And this benefit will confeſhon of 
wrongy doe ro the party * it Wo W make 

: 


. 
ol 


0 become OUT 7a htull 2nd lo- 
uing friend 

Thicdly, if wee did vic to confefle the 
wrong , 24 loone as wee haue done 4 
wrong. it would make vs beware and 
take heede of commirting of wrongs a- 
Kane, For it the wate having wronged 
a ber and, would f(crioufly confider; 


' Thave wronged my husband, and 


if n rurpole to [Wk forgiuenes, 1 muſt 
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T he Penitent 


not only confeſlc the imwry to God, bur 
alto ro my husband, This would make 
the wifc aſhamed, and fo by that meancsy 
breake the necke of finne, and it worke 
humility in ones ſoule,fo that one ſhou'd 
have lictle luſtty fall out, andtro wrong 
one againe, 

Now fith it is not enough to confeſle 
and acknowledge the wrongs done to 
men, vnto God, bat wee muſt confefle 
it to the parties oftended. 

It ferves firſt for reproofe of ſuch per- 
ſons, that come to this point, that if they 
have wronged any one, they will con- 
felle it toGod, and fo thinke they haue 
done enough, but they mult as well per- 
forme it tro man, as well as to God; for 
the plaiſter ought ro goe as far as the 
fore. Oh but what neede there bee any 
confeſhon to men, when wee have con- 
teſled it to God, for none can forgiue 
Imoes but God, but you muſt not only 
repent to God in Heauen, but alſo aske 
forgiueneſle of men on earth, or elſe the 
Lord will not forgiue it : for hipocrices 
may doe the one, as ſwdar, Sanl,&c. Bur 
thole which arc truly vypright, will per- 

torme 


PI 
C——————_ 


Smaneys entert aimnement. 


forme them both; bur fuch as neglect 
this duty to man,as well as performe it to 
God, argues they arc in loue with their 
fane, and loth to have their nature hea« 
led, and their finnes pardoned 

Secondly, it ſerues for inſtruction ,that 
therefore wee ſhould take heede, that we 
doe not wrong any one, for this will fol- 
low confefſion and acknowledgment of 
the faulr, not only ro God, but the par 
ty oftended, for vatill wee conteſle the 
wrong to the party, and get reconciliatie 
on with him , wee muſt not looke God 
in the face,nor cannot have entertaine- 
ment to any of Gods ordinances, as the 
word, Sacrament, prayer ; for the Sacrs- 
ment is a loue feaſt for the (heepe of 
Chrilt, and nor for wravliog doggs. 

Now if the husband have giuen any 
angry and churliſh ſpeeches to his wife, 
whereby ſhee hath taken cthern to hearr, 
and troubled her minde, let him coufefle 
the fault to her before hee approch 
nere ynto God in any of his ferui- 
ces. 

So if the wiſe have wronged the hus- 
band, the childe the parent, the —_ 


Ob 
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the maſter, or any one, one another, ler 
tem humble themficluces who {focucr 1s 
guilty , and acknowledge the tault to the 
party oftended, 
on, or elſe wee canaot lite vp pure hands, 
without wrath, as the Apoltle fpeakes, 


and fo get reconciliati- 


Oh bur, hee whom | have wronged 1s 
not in the country, how ſhould 1xget re- 
conciliation with him 1 all | not come 
to the Sacrament, and other feruices,nll ] 
hauc confcfled my fault to tim , that 1 
know not where hee us 

Yes thou m2ai't cometo theword, S2- 
crament,.vraver. and the rcft, it thou canit 
hnde in thy fclfca willine heart to aske 
forgiuencs, it hee were in the Country, 
25 allo if thou docit refolue within thine 
one loule, thatit cucr the party offens 
ded returnes againe imro the Countrey, 
thou wilt performe this dury. Y! has 
bee in thee, thou mayctt trequent Gogs 
ordinances 

But what if ©! e parry oftended will bee 
fo lubborne, that he rctule to be reconci- 
| 2ar 04 N mee, though 
fault, nd ofter fatit- 
fathon for the hurt & wrong commutted? 
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Ruc doc thou the workxe of the Lord, Sol, 


and let it not bee thy detaulre, and then 
thou ſhalt hnde mercy of God, tor hee 
will not deale with vs according to the 
luccefle with the party, Dur according to 
the vprightnes of our heart, ard in per 
form: WW Our CUunNTy, ler T3 doe the v orke, 
and chcn the Lord will reward vs. And 
lo much for this poiat, 

I a" wor wortiy fs bee Caged thy ſonne, 
&e, Rereis the laſt duty of this repett® 
tant inner : his humility, hee 1s well per- 
iIwaded of is father, but il] periwaded ol 
himiclie- Thus doctrine wee lcarne tsxom 
hence. 

That true repentance makes one (ce his 
own vawerthines: the better repentance, 
the more humility : 4hey will ctteeme ot 
£ z04dto bee LETS but themiclues 0 bee 
baſe, 2s wee tee £ 1s prodigati childe: be. 
fore, there was no place in che family 
£000 enoutt, and now hore 1s no place 
n the houtle that is bad enough, hee 1s not 
worthy in TT, Qwne Cre ro wee { 0RBc 
coluch a godly father . This wee may 
prooued our of the cxaumples of 


all 
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Job 42.6; 


lob 39.37. 


all holy men, when came to © repen- 
tance,as Jacob; [ am leſſe then the lefft of thy 
Wer Cs 

Nebemiah, Exra, Daniel, they were 2. 
ſhamed, and confounded in their faces, 
and that ſhame andconfuhon of face be- 
longs to cthern. 

And this wee may (ce in holy [ob, when 
theLord had ſhewed him his power and 
wiſedome, hee an{weres the Lord, Bcboid 
I aw vile, what ſhall I anſwere thee, [ will 
lay my band pon my month, Fe. 

And in an other place, ed fpeakes 
when hee came to repentance for all his 
1onate and diftempered words in his 
afflictions ; I abbor my ſelfe, and repent in 
daft and aſter. And beholding Gods 
rity, hee ſaw more euidently his owne 
wmpurity, and cauſe enough to humble 
abborre himfſelfe for his filehines, and 
nolonger toftand our with God in his 
oOwne innecenc 

And Paxl thee worthy Apoſile, zad 
feruant of God, when hee came to repen- 
tance , hee confeſſed, that hee was not 
worthy to bee called an Apofile, becauſe 
he perſecuted the Church of God, 

In 
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In all which examples, we fee thefs ho- 
ly men when they came to repentance, 
they were baſe and vile in their owne 
cies,and ſaw their owne vaworthines, 
The reaſon to proue this doctrine is. 
Becauſe repentance opens our cies to 
ſee more perfectly Gods glorious purity, 
and ones owne vilenes and impiery, 
which will fo refleR vpon vs, that it wall 
make one low and baſe in ones own cies, 
as may bee feene in the Prophet, when 
hee cryed out, Wor is mer | ans wndene, be- 
canſe | am 4 man of polluted liyper, and T7 
dwellin thenidff of people of pollured liper, 
Where God appeares vnmto the Propher, 
and his maicfty being fo perfeQ, char ir 
refl-&s vypon bim , wherebyy hee per- 
ceives the more his owne vilenefle and 
_— yea cuen in his beſt parre, as 
is lippes, which had delivered the mef(- 
ſage of God very faithfully. So incruch 
when wee come to fce the multirude of 
our finnes, #nd the hainouſenes thereof, 
wee ſhall bee made quickly low enough, 
and bee forced to cry out with the pro» 
digall childe,[ aw not worthy ts bes cats 
led thy ſonne, 
Sith 
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the beſt of them all chat m i CankdG £ j 
tefie, and Keepe luch a doc about repen- 
france. & go "ang VP . 0 CY os 
ſeruc to be reckoned bY th God and 
man,as well as the bcft of tem that £o to 
Icons, anc they nuc 25 | as the beft of 
ethic Il, Ot IN TH | they are twuil 
. 
of. But t © TDCCL $ ArCUcC WIT f y 
Aauc not repentcs, but arc as yet vndet 
the ps Ve ne, 3 in Cc ready Ly 
ro dan for ll rhcle arc but pharr 
ſfaicall con . tor hce cived out hee 
was Not 1 OLNUET ' Extort ets, 
vnmult, a&1 , Of 2 as this pPUDli- 
can, &c, | L «< £7119, 20G this: and 
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y 0u1 E145 man dGepartce £0 his Ove UTth- 
hcd rather thenghe other, 1 us wee tice 
the cltate of wicle boatters that fiat "2 
on thare owne guodaciic and worthi- 
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his hnne, doth wonder at the goodnefſte 


or God, that Inoue RaUuc ucHh 2 viie 
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hos out, and thereby can percceiue heir 
OoOWwne vnworrimnes $ ioy Ger what 
they were betore their call IT, 3G WA1n2Rkt 
they are Life : they fee what originall hn 
han br wght ypon them; blindn i dark- 
NC$ Geadnes,t 11 dt Cs Of heart, & nbricte 
2a little Qiuel] incarnate, winch makes the 

re rQcrs LG CrY Our, Lac FIicY arc noe 
worthy of the leaft of Gods mercies, they 
CTY 1. (hame 0 COMmurion dacriones re 
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it is a good argument that they have re” 
pented, and that they have put on a great 
part of their wedding garment: for this 
15 a great part of a chriſtians worthines,to 
ſee his owne vnworthines, and it is cfr« 
taine, if wee can bee baſe in our owne 
cics, wee ſhall bee precious in Gods cies, 
and thoſe which fce how vile frnne hath 
mad them, ſhall bee made excellent in 
the righteouſnes of Chrift, Theſe gueſts 
are the welcome gueſts vnto the Sacra. 
ment of the Lords ſupper, for theſe are 
inuired; Come wnte mee, al that are bea- 
wy laden, and I willeaſe you, Andio much 
im breife for the handling of this doc- 
trine, 


Then the father ſaid vnto by ſernants, 
bring forth the beſt &e, Now the father 
is fo glad of the returne of his wandering, 
childe, that hee preſently receives him to 
fauour,and hauing his favours, hee hath 
all his wants ſupplied. From hence wee 
learne this doctrine, 

That when wee have the favour of 
God, wee ſhall have every thing wee 
ſtand in ncede of, Nothing ſhall be wan- 
ting 
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tin when w: -< have Gods tauour, 

oue is bountifull, and liberall, cheif- 
ly in God, This Dazid knew to bee the 
fountaine of all good, when hee beard 
them cry out, Who will /bew vi any good ? 
but hee cries, Lord lift wp the light of thy 
conntenance von vi. Then haſt ginen me 
more toy of brart, then they bane had, 
when their wheate and wine did ahownd, 
Hee had more good by Gods fauour and 
countenance ,then the worldlings could 
have in their greateſt plenty of ourward 
things. 

Thus made the Church in captivity bee 
ſo carneſtin this perition, that the repeats 
it thrice, noting thereby the excellency 
ofit; Reſtores apaine O God of boaits, 
and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon; andwee 
ſhalt bee ſanwed. So that it God would 
looke vp6 them with 2a gracious countes 
nice,they ſhould quicklz have a riddance 
of their miſerics, 

And this the Lord himſelfe preſcribes 
as a notable meanes to bring proſperity 
to ſoule, body, ſtare, &c. If my people vp- 
on whom my name is called ypon, doc bun» 
ble themſelnes, pray , aud ſocks wy face and 
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tarne from therr wicked waiters, then will 1 
beare in Hianen, and bee meTeruT is ther 
frane and will brale their land, When they 
performe theie duties, ( 24 among the 
reft ) ro ger and obtaine my tavour, then 
will I (hew thete mercies, | will hearc as 
s mercifull and bcaucnly Father to deli» 
wer them from their troubles, and bring 
them ſuch comforts as they ftand in 
neecde of, 

Sith it is fo, that Gods favour will 
make {upply of all tuch things 234 wee 
necdc. it lerucs to tcachy $.1t w +4. ould 
bee furniſhed chroughly with all good 
things for our foules and bodies , for 
this life and 2 berter, then let vs labourto 
get peace with God, and co feeke his fa- 
uour before a1 thingy, for it giues true 
incereſt to al! chings,and it will bring ll 
needefull things. if a man Have the fa. 
uour but of an caithly Prince, what 
ourward thing can hee wane f If pore, 
hee can make tim rich, it bate, vet hee 
will make im honorable, if 15 debr. hee 
will diſcharge it, If this beeina morrall 
man, to him that hee doth favour, what 
may wee expect fromthe fauour of the 
K:ng 
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King of Kings? In his favour there muſt 
needs bee life, and profperity, It the fa- 
wor but of an heatheniſh King couldpro- 
mote Afordeeas to luch an outward ho- 
nour and digaity, from {o baſc and de- 
iced eftate that hee mutt haue 2 royall 
robe and apparrell to beg c! loathed with 
all,a ga'lant ficede and horſe to bee 
mounted ypon, and a crowne of gold 
vpon his head, and no bate perſonage to 
briag all theſe preſents to Afordec ai, but 
by the hand of one of the Kings moſt 
noble Princes ; what ſhall wee have, 
wee may coactuce , that God doth fa- 
wvour, when Mardecas ſhall have fo 
much, when an carthly King doth meane 
to honour, It is certaine the King of 
Heaven will bee far more liberall and 
bountifull to his faucurites, then an 
earthly Prince can poll ble bee, tor nec 
will pur ypon them the royall robe of 
Chrifts righteouſnes, which is the beſt 
roabe, &they (hal all be Conquerours o- 
ver all their ſpiricuall enemies, and bee 
made Kings and prieſts, 

And they (hall haue all theſe (pinituall 
graces and gifts, delivered to them by 
F x the 
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the King of Heavens Ambeſladours, the 
faithfull miniſters of Chrift, by the word, 
and Sacraments, And this ſhall hee haue, 
whom the King of Heaven will favour 
indeede. And fo much for this do- 
Cirince 


Thes the father ſaid vnts by ſermants, 
In that the father when bee would give 
any gift to his ſon, doth it by the hand of 
his eruants, Wee learnec this doctrine, 

That when G09 doth purpolc to bee 
ſow vpon any of his children, any ſaving 
grace,or ſpeciall gitt, hee doth it not im- 
meciatly irom his owne hands, but by the 
hands of his frrvents the Minitters. 
The Minifiters of God, arc the conduit 
pipe to conuay graces and gifts to the 
children of God, 

I cannot have time to profecure this 
point, becauſe the time is paſt alrcady, 
and therefore ] will lrave it, and only 
touch a little of an other doGtrine, and 
fo wee will make an cnd for this time, 


And the father ſaid, bring forth the be # 
yebe, and 773: of =—_ and pur = rine c4 
has 
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bu finger and ſboverchc. In that, comming 
to his tather, with repentance and humy- 
lity, the father gives bim all things hee 
ſtood in neede of, comming ragged, hee 
hath the beſt robe put yppon him, and a 
ring ypon his hand for ornament, and 
ſhooes &c. From hence wee learne this 
doctrine. 

That whoſocuer comes to God with 
an humble heart, and true repentance, 
ſhall receive at Gods hands whatſoever 
hee flands in neede of. That repentance 
will get any thing at Gods hand, not on- 
ly for neceſſuy, but allo ſomething for 


delight. 

This may bee proved by the words 
which Chriſt ſpeakes to the Church of 
Laodicea, (he boafted of her plenty, when 
as ſhee was full of penury : ſheee thoughe 
ſhee had all things: when ſhee wanted all 
good things, yet Chriſt promiſcth her if 
(hee would come to him, hee would fur- 
niſh her with all good things, and if ſhee 
would receive his councell, he would 
decke her with the richeſt jewels, and 
therctore bee faith, / comncell thee to buy 
of mee gold tryed by the fier, that thaw maiff 
F 4 bee 
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bee made rich and white ramment that theu 
matt bee clodtted. and that thy filiby na 
bednt! may wot dr are., i dnoint thine rit7 
Wn rr 4/ ms that thou moan# fre , 

Now m buying and felling, there muſt 
bee lomwhart crucn and recrrwued, Now 
theretore thee muſt ſell her fhnnes, by re» 
pentance,aad godly forro v, and ſhe muſt 
eficeme of the fauour of God, und graces 
of Chrik in lieu thereof: and this being 
done (hee ſhall receiue in fired of her 
pouerty the riches, and graces of < hrift, 
and his fpirie; and in ſend of her filchi- 
neſie, ſhe ſhalt have che wv hite rayment, 
and n1fhrcoutnes of \ hrft, to couct her; 
and all ber wickednes, and infirmitics 
ſhall bee taken from hot: and whereas 
'T COW blinde, Tay! (hall t CE remoued, 
and her ces thail bee opencd, and het 
vnderftanding enlightened, by the {p1- 
rit of wiledome & inowledpe, 

But what neede | goe from my tcxt 
to prove this, that when wee come to 
truc repentance, wee ſhall haue all good 
things beftowed vron vi? For here the 
4 Þ ON IUnmOass I71C (cruantsy > ITICN 
out the beſt robe : now 21! the robes that 
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arc in Gods wardrobe, arc all belt robes. 
For the thiefe vpon the crofle that died 
with Chriſt, and repented ard belceved 
in him, had one of the bet robes, as well 
ws Arrabam, Taceh, or avy of the Patri- 
arkes; and they are all long robes, not 
ſcinring , but courring #nd hi ding all 

our fhilthines with the Kingly robes, 
and (ſhining garment of Chr! ſt, And hee 
will not content himfelte to give him a 
robe, but hee will alfo puts yng vpon 
h: ohas d, for ornament 4 lo the 1 ord will 
decke and adorne eonry true repentant 
hnner, with the comely graces and yer« 
twes of his ſpirit, 

And whereas hee comes bare.footed, 
and furbated with travell, he pury ſhooes 
Ypoo his feet, vo the Lord . hen one 
comes to him by truc repentance, he will 
beſtow YPon him the (hooes of the pre. 
paration of the Gofpell of peace, that 
he may bee able to walke through all 
rough and hard waies, yea the ſhadow 
of Geartnh, ang ſ} all not be e hurt. 

And whereas hee came home with a 
lz2noun} ng loule, for Want of? ode, the 
father calls for the fac calfe, aud the beſt 
cnere 
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: cheere hee had, he beſtowes vpon hea, 


So the Lord beſtowes vpon the peni- 
rent hanger, the belt diet , and banquet. 
Many times, carthly fathers have it not 
ready, wherewath they may entertsine 
their chaldren, but Tod bath it alwaies 
m a rcadines, a feaſt of fat things, cuen 2 
feaſt of honed wines, and fat things full of 
marrow , of wines fined, and purified, 
euen the body and bloud of Chrift, for 
God the Father makes the feaſt , Iefus 
Chrift is the martrer of the feaft, and the 
Holy pho! the applie: ot it, Now 1in the 
Sacrament the worthy receivers, recciue 
#ll theſe things, & all needtull chings ſhal 
bee ſupplicd rao them thereby: tor if the 
caring of one fruit which was forbidden 
vs, brought fuch an vniverſall milery vp- 
on all the poſterity of Adaw, how much 
more may we bee perſwaded that the ea- 
ting of the bread, and the drinking of the 
wine in the Sacrament , which is come 
manunded, will bring a more happy eftare 
to the worthy receivers, tht the other loft, 
jor this meat will not only nouriſh vs, bur 
cure vs allo, The clder brother (which is 
to be vuccritoos of the Tewes ) hee was 


angry 


Smneys emtert aimement. 


Cu ores a 


Ts 
angry , and repined at the kis ad dealing of 
his father towards his yonger brother : 
but now our clder brother Chcift leſus, 
is well pleaſed with euery penitent fin- 
ner, which comes to his Father, and 
makes interceſbon for them. And if an 
earthly parent will thus loue a yonger 
fonne, which hath bin s lewd and rio- 
tous companion; how much more will 
our heauen:y Facher entertaine euery pe- 
nirent perſon, that comes to the Sacrs- 
ment of the body and blood of Chnft, 
with reſolution to cleaue vnte God, they 
ſhall bee ſure ro haue ſupply of v hacſoe= 
wer grace they ſtand in neede of. 

So alſo the father rezoyceth, and they 
are merry that his wandring fonne is re- 
rurned home againe ; and therefore the 
father makes a teaft. 

Firſt God the Father maketh a feaſt for 
every penirent hnner, and hee reioycerh 
to fre a ſinner to returne to him, for bee x1,, 41 
delrg br: to doc ſuch food, 

Alto C hrift himſeltc reioyceth to lee 
ſuch 2s convert vnto him, for it is meare 
and drinke tor him to does his Fathers 
will. 


T he Penitent 


-- 


And the Angels in Heauen doc both 
defirc and reioyce at the conuertion of a 
finner, Lake 15. 7+ 

And not onely {o, but all the Saints & 
Church of God, chat heare of the con 
uerſion of 2finner , and addinion to the 
Church, will magnihe God, and 1cioyce 
vpon it, 

Secondly, there will bee a feaſt of ioy 
to the party conuerted, when hee lecesa 
wretched creature to come to the tcaſt of 
God, that betore was eating with {wine, 
hee now comes to tealt with God, the 
whole Trinity: before to feede vpon 
ſwiniſh meate, and now ts cate no worle 
then the body and blood of Chriſt, by 
faith in the Sacrament, and to aftord vs 
theſe benetics, Firſt thereby to bee pur- 
ged from our hnnes, through the blood 
of Telus Chriſt, And ſecondly, to receiue 
firength and increatec of graces, as faith, 
repentance, louc, and other fauing gra- 
CES meItc, And NO 1 nly {pirituall pieces, 
bur alfotemporall for body, flate, name, 
and cucry thing that is needetull far vs, 
m cucery point accorcing to the coucs 
pant which the Lord hath made in Eze- 


chiel 
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Eel 4.235 3 &< And it wee can come 
tO the Sacrament with true tceling and 
iceing the want of grace, and alfo being 
pained with carrying ſuch a loade of 
nhnne, wee may bee » hy to bee dil- 
burdcned of the one, and our want lup- 
plied in the other, and fo wee ſhall bee 
made fit gueſts for the Lords ſupper, 

Sich ic is yl that wioſo cuer doth 
come to God with true repentance, and 
reſolution to cleaue faft vnto bim, ſhall 
have as much as hee ſtands in neede cf, 
it ſcrues for encouragement to poore pes 
nitent hnners, that have commireed mas 
ny and great fhnnes, that they ſhould 
come to God,and makc choir mone vit- 
to him, that hee would vouchiate ro par- 
gone all cherr & anes, and give ther fuch 


graces, v hereby they may be 2faned of 


hi 4 favour : [or Corrie: ely if 1 LEE Come 
with repentance, and reſolve to become 
new men,and to flicke ciole vnaro him, 
wee may expect to recciue at his hands 
cuery thing which wee ftand in neede of, 
Others mult bee mtreated Sefore they 
wil doc any thing. vut Trac will gue be- 
tore Wee 25K ', Y*2 ace Will mceete s perite 
Teng 


T he Penitent 
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tent finner halle way, if they will but 
looke towards him, hee will runne row- 
ards them with mercy. Oh but I never 
looke ro liuc in credit apaine, and to 
have a merry day, my nuſcries are ſo 
many ? indeede if you purpoſe to keepe 
your finnes, you mult bee fure ro keepe 
your ſorrowes; but if you will come to 
cruc repentance, and ſecke vnto God, he 
can and will ſuppli* all your wants, and 
wharſocuer croſies and lofles you have 
ſuſtained , hee is able ro make vp your 
broken cftate, heale your name, and tet 
you in as great proſperity againe as ever 
you inioied;for he makes poore, & makes 
rich,and proſperity comes from him,and 
he giues to all, and hits none inthe teeth, 
God hath in his wardrobe all kindes of 
apparrellready made, if wee fceke vnto 
him, 

And there is no ſoule fo thirſty after 
the graces of God, bur if wee come in hu- 
mility to him, he will giue the the ſweere 
graces of his ſpirit ro quench them: 
wherefore let vs pit out all carnall 
doubrs , and worldly cares, and fer our 
{elues ro pertorme our duties, and wee 
vndoubredly 
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Sraners eutertanement. 


_ ee 
vYndoubtedly be perſwaded'to knde, his 
mercies. For hee that bids vs forgiue 
our bretheren ſcauenty times ſeauem 
eines if they ſceke vrio vi; much more 
will God forgiuevs all our hancs what 
ſocucr , bee they never fo many , nor 
never ſo great, if wee fecke vato him, 
by true repentance, and acknowledge 
mene of them with griefte and for» 
row, 
If hee would {ceke Pant when bee was 

going ro Damaſcus, to perſecute the 
members of Chriſt, and Chew him mer« 

cy; how much more will hee ſhew com- 

afhon to ſuch, which now have defified 
== perſecuting of the Sains, and com- 
micring of other fanes , and labour to 

ſecke God by truc repentance, and a 
full reſolution to ſerue him 1n erurh. 

And to conclude, if God would 

call for Adaw, when hee ranne from 
rom him to hide hicmſclfe, and all co 
rue bim the pardon of his finne which 
= vohappily had committed ; how 
much more will hee give all chings 
vneo them both temporall, and ſpirt- 
tuall, which with an honeſt heart ſceke 
_ vuro 


_ — 


neo him, by erye repentance, and pot- 
ly forrow Yor thrir kages , for it” hee 
bee {6 reacy to ſhew metrcic to ſuch 
which neifer ſceeke for it, hee will bc 
more read y to Five mercy to ſuch, a4 
in erath pertorme this dodrine. 
The time being paſt, tt ys 
here mare an wid 
for this 
, time, 


FIXNIS, 


